BILL OFRIGHTS INACTION

England’s Glorious
Revolution

England’s Glerious Revolution was
complex. It involved a struggle for
power between a Catholic king and
Protestant Parliament, a fight over
religious and civil liberties, differ-
ences between emerging political
parties, and a foreign invasion.

gn 1534, King Henry VIII broke away
i from the Roman Catholic faith and
created the Protestant Church of
England (also called the Anglican
Church). Henry established the
Anglican faith as the official religion
of England and made himself and
future English monarchs head of the
church. Henry, rather than the Catholic  4sked by English nobles to intervene against King James II, William of Orange led a large fleet and
pope, appointed the country’s invaded England. (Wikipedia)

top religious leaders and

decided how people would practice Christianity in the ~ simpler form of worship and the right to elect ministers for
kingdom. their own congregation. But when Charles I became king in

1625, he tried to force the Puritans to conform to Anglican
worship practices.

Henry had broken from the Catholic Church after the
pope refused to grant him a divorce. Henry did not
object much to the Catholic faith itself. Therefore, he
continued many Catholic beliefs and practices in the
Church of England.

Henry’s break with the Catholic Church set off a long
period of religious turmoil in England. One of Henry’s
daughters, Mary, remained a Catholic. When she
became queen, she tried to force England to return to
Catholicism. Mary ordered hundreds of Protestants
burned at the stake as heretics, earning her the name
“Bloody Mary.”

(Continued on next page)

Elizabeth, another of Henry’s daughters, took the throne
after Mary’s death in 1558. Queen Elizabeth I, a
Protestant, restored the Church of England, which then
became a powerful force in English society and politics.

By the early 1600s, increasing numbers of English
Protestants, known as Puritans, wanted to “purify” or
getrid of many lingering elements of Catholic worship
in the Church of England. The Puritans wanted a much
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Charles provoked great hostility from Parliament, domi-
nated by Puritans. In 1642, a civil war began between the
supporters of Charles, called Cavaliers, and the Puritan
supporters of Parliament.

The Puritans, led by Oliver Cromwell, defeated Charles in
1648 and beheaded him. Fighting continued for a few years.
The king’s son, also named Charles, fled to France when
Cromwell finally crushed the remaining Cavalier armies.

The Puritan Parliament abolished the monarchy and estab-
lished a republic called the Commonwealth. As comman-
der-in-chief, Cromwell reluctantly took on the role of Lord
Protector of England.

Cromwell and Parliament set up a new official state Puritan
Church to replace the Church of England. But Cromwell also
permitted Anglicans and Catholics to practice their faiths.

The Puritan Parliament proved ineffective, and in 1658,
Cromwell died. Tired of Puritan rule, the English people
wanted a king to lead them again. In 1660, Parliament
restored the monarchy with the son of the beheaded king
ruling as Charles II.

Charles Il

After Charles I1 took the throne, a new Parliament met. The
Cavaliers, those who had backed Charles I in the Civil War,
controlled both the elected House of Commons and the
appointed House of Lords. Parliament quickly acted to
restore the Church of England and its Anglican worship as
the state religion.

The Cavaliers believed that Catholics and Protestant
Dissenters like Congregationalists, Baptists, Presbyterians,
Puritans, and Quakers wanted to destroy the Church of
England. Therefore, Parliament enacted new harsh crimi-
nal laws to punish Protestant Dissenters and Catholics for
worshipping openly.

Charles II attempted to heal the divisions of the Civil War
by adopting a policy of religious tolerance. In 1672 without
the consent of Parliament, he issued a Declaration of
Indulgence. This suspended all religious criminal laws,
issued licenses to Protestant Dissenters to meet publicly,
and allowed Catholics to worship in their homes.

His declaration outraged the Cavalier Parliament. It threat-
ened to withhold its consent for the king’s requests for
money and forced Charles to withdraw his declaration.

The next year, Parliament passed the Test Act. It prevent-
ed the king from appointing Protestant Dissenters and
Catholics to any government or military post. A second
Test Act soon followed, prohibiting Catholics from hold-
ing seats in either house of Parliament. These laws tested
the religious beliefs of individuals by requiring them to
take the sacrament of Holy Communion in an Anglican
church.
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In 1678, word of a “Popish Plot” to kill the king and mas-
sacre Protestants terrified England. The plot turned out to
be a fake, but Protestants began to worry about the next
person in line to inherit the throne.

Charles had fathered only illegitimate children. If he died
without a legitimate heir, his brother, James, would
become king. Parliament attempted to pass a law excluding
James from inheriting the crown because he had converted
to Catholicism.

During the drawn out debate over excluding James, mem-
bers of Parliament divided into political parties, Tories and
Whigs. These were not highly organized parties designed
to campaign for the election of political candidates.
(Highly organized modern political parties were first creat-
ed in the United States in the early 1800s.)

Nevertheless, in the late 1600s, the Whigs and Tories were
the first parties to rally around sets of principles in a law-
making body. Their basic principles were:

Tories

»  The monarch is the supreme power, answerable only to
God, and must not be resisted. But the monarch is also
bound by the law.

*  The monarchy is based on hereditary succession.

+  The Church of England is the established state church.
No religious toleration for Catholics or Protestant
Dissenters should be permitted.

Whigs

»  The monarch shares power with Parliament. Both are
answerable to the people and bound by the law.

»  The hereditary succession may be overridden for the
common good.

» The Church of England retains too many Catholic
practices and should be further reformed. Toleration
for Protestant Dissenters, but not for Catholics, should
be permitted.

The Whigs controlled the elected House of Commons and
took the lead in the attempt to exclude James from succeed-
ing his brother as king. The Whigs argued that James would
rule as a dictator like France’s Catholic King Louis XIV.

The more conservative Tories dominated the House of
Lords and objected to overturning England’s tradition of a
hereditary monarchy. Although they, too, dreaded a
Catholic king, the Tories still blocked the exclusion bills
proposed by the Whigs. The exclusion attempt finally end-
ed when Charles, who opposed it, refused to call a new
Parliament after 1681.




To this day, historians debate whether English King James II
(1633—1701) wanted to just establish religious toleration for
Catholics or to turn England into a centralized Catholic state.
(Wikimedia Commons)

James Il and Toleration

In 1685, Charles II died, and his brother became king,
reigning as James II. Surprisingly, English Protestants wel-
comed their new Catholic king. Many sided with the Tories
and believed even a Catholic king was better than another
civil war over the monarchy.

James assured his subjects that he would “preserve this
government both in church and state as it is now by law
established.” Catholics made up only about 1 percent of the
English population. But James believed that, if instructed
properly, Protestants would voluntarily convert to
Catholicism as he himself had done.

Shortly after James took the throne, the Duke of
Monmouth, one of Charles II’s illegitimate sons, led a
rebellion to make himself king. James formed an army and
defeated him. Known as the Bloody Assizes, a series of tri-
als followed, and hundreds of rebels were executed.

James violated custom and did not disband his army after
the threat passed. Instead, he created a peacetime standing
(permanent professional) army organized and trained like
that of Louis XIV. James stationed his troops throughout
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England, frequently quartering them in private homes and
inns. This caused resentment and fears that James would
someday use this standing army against his subjects.

Meanwhile, James had formed a council of top govern-
ment advisers who were nearly all Catholics. James attend-
ed Catholic mass in the royal palace. He also encouraged
English Catholics to worship openly in public meetings
even though this was illegal under the criminal laws passed
by Parliament.

In addition, James approved the building of Catholic chapels
and schools. He allowed the printing of Catholic Bibles and
other religious publications. He welcomed Catholic mission-
aries from France and other European countries.

While all this was going on, James attempted to persuade
Parliament to repeal the criminal laws and Test Acts that
discriminated against both Catholics and Protestant
Dissenters. Parliament refused and called for the rigorous
enforcement of these laws. James then dissolved
Parliament and ruled without it.

In 1686, James forged a political alliance with dissenting
Protestants such as the Quakers led by William Penn. James
promised them religious freedom in exchange for supporting
his effort to secure the same for his fellow Catholics.

Acting on his own, James suspended enforcement of the
criminal laws banning public worship by Catholics and
Protestant Dissenters. He also dispensed with the enforce-
ment of the Test Acts when he appointed Catholics and
Dissenters to government and military posts.

His actions enraged Parliament. Whigs and some Tories
argued that the king could not lawfully suspend or dispense
with laws without Parliament’s consent. James replied that
suspending and dispensing with laws were part of the
king’s inherited powers. James replaced judges with those
friendly to his policies. He won a court decision, taking his
side of the controversy.

Next, James set out to pack a new Parliament with
Protestant Dissenters and other allies. He sent spies to
report on the political views of local officials who usually
ran for seats in the House of Commons. If they opposed his
policies, he replaced them. He also cracked down on
speech, press, and other civil liberties to smother criticism
of him and his government. He angered Protestants by
ordering them to disarm.

James set up a Commission for Ecclesiastical (religious)
Causes to punish Anglican clergy who defied his orders not
to preach against Catholicism. He also forced colleges at
Oxford to accept Catholic students.

In 1688, seven Church of England bishops sent a petition to
James, protesting his order to read one of his declarations on
toleration from their pulpits. James had them put on trial for

(Continued on next page)




seditious libel (inciting people to overthrow the govern-
ment). A jury, however, acquitted the bishops to the cheers
of those in the courtroom and throughout the kingdom.

Whigs, Tories, Anglicans, Dissenters, and even some
Catholics increasingly grew critical of James. Hearing
reports of local disobedience among his subjects and a
possible Dutch invasion, James backtracked. Hoping to
gain Tory support, he withdrew some of his bitterly
opposed acts and summoned a new Parliament.

In June 1688, his wife gave birth to a son. This inflamed
fears in England of a continuing succession of
Catholic kings.

William of Orange

Days after the birth of James’ son, a small group of Whig
and Tory nobles sent a message to Protestant Holland’s
Prince William of Orange. He was married to James’
Protestant daughter, Mary. The nobles asked William to
intervene against James, apparently hoping to force him
to stop his pro-Catholic and dictatorial rule.

William was putting together a coalition of Protestant and
even Catholic countries against Louis XIV, who wanted
to dominate all of Europe. William quickly saw the
advantage of adding England to his coalition.

On November 5, 1688, William landed in England with
more than 20,000 soldiers carried by a fleet larger than the
Spanish Armada that had threatened England 100 years
before. William’s army consisted of Dutch soldiers,
English soldiers, and others who had fled to Holland.

James was shocked to learn that his English subjects
cheered when William landed. Many waved swords and
sticks with oranges stuck on them to show they were with
him. Some of James’ soldiers deserted and joined William
as he led his invading army to London.

Violent uprisings against James and his government took
place throughout England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and even
colonial America. Mobs attacked Catholic chapels, schools,
printing shops, and the houses of James’ government officials
and tax collectors. Mobs also attacked his Protestant
Dissenter allies and some of James’ quartered troops.

Fearing the fate of his beheaded father, Charles I, James
ordered his army disbanded, cancelled his call for a new
Parliament, and escaped to France as William neared
London. The disorder continued for several months.

James made one last stand. In the spring of 1689, he land-
ed in Ireland with a fleet of ships and soldiers supplied by
Louis XIV. His troops joined an army of Irish Catholics
that had besieged Protestant colonists and soldiers in
Northern Ireland.

William led an army against James and defeated his
Catholic force in the summer of 1690. James then
returned to France.
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7. That the subJects which :

The Enghsh B:H of nghts (1689) '

T he followmg excerpt ﬁom fthe Englzsh lel of Rzghtsi',',,f
mcludes the comprehenszve polmcal settlement of the"‘
Glorzous Revolutzon o ‘ :

1. That the pretended power of suspendmg elawsy ,
or the executlon of the laws by regal [the kmg s} :
“thout cons‘ "‘t,of Parliament i isillegal;

2 That the pretended power of dlSpen51ng w1th Iaws :
or the executxon of laws by regal authonty
illegal; :

: 3. - That the commission for erectmg the 1ate Court of

Comnussxoners for Ecelesxastlcal Causes and all
other cormmssxons and courts of hke nature are
lﬂegal and permcmus [destructlve] ‘

4. ‘That levymg money [taxes] for or to the use of the ‘
- Crown by pretense of prerogatlve [kmg s authon-"
gty] Wlthout grant of Parliament 1s’111egal

: ‘consent of Parhament, is agamst iaw

P fotestaﬁté ‘may have
' anns for their defense su1table to thelr condmons
~ andasallowed by law; o

8. That eleetxons of members of Parhament ought to
be free; L -~

9. That the freedom of speechjand debates or pro-,

ceedmgs in Parhament ought not to be unpeached

. or questloned 1n any. eoun: or place out of
Parhament ~ .

10. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor
“excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
pumshments 1nﬂxcted ; 5

11. That jurors ought to be duly lmpaneled ‘and
returned, and jurors which pass upon men in trials
for high treason ought to be freeholders [property
owners]

12. That all grants and promises of fines and forfei-
tures of partlcular persons before conv1ct10n are
illegal and void; ¢

13. And that for redress of gnevances and for the
amending, strengthening and preserving of the
laws, Parhaments ought to be held frequently.




The Settlement and English Biil of Rights

A new Parliament, divided between Whigs and Tories,
assembled in January 1689. The two parties debated who
should be the new king. The Whigs favored William. Most
Tories, objecting to Parliament “electing” a king, wanted
James’ Protestant daughter, Mary, as queen. A few Tories
argued that James had only “deserted” not “abdicated” the
throne, so he should return under certain conditions.

When William landed in England he said he was not
interested in the throne. But in early 1689, he issued an
ultimatum: Either Parliament proclaim him king or he
would take his army back to Holland and leave England
undefended and in chaos.

The Whigs and Tories finally settled on a compromise.
William and Mary would technically rule as co-monarchs,
but William would take charge of the government. In
February 1689, Parliament offered William and Mary the
CTOWN.

At their crowning, Parliament presented William and
Mary with a Declaration of Rights. This condemned the
illegal acts of James, placed limits on royal authority,
called for “frequent” Parliaments, and listed specific
rights of Parliament and the people. Nevertheless, the
monarchy kept most of its traditional powers.

Parliament later amended the Declaration to say that any-
one who “shall profess the popish religion [Catholicism] or
shall marry a papist, shall be excluded and be forever inca-
pable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the crown and govern-
ment of this realm. .. . This requirement still exists today.

Parliament passed into law the amended Declaration with
the consent of King William III. This document became
the English Bill of Rights.

The Whigs, the main supporters of the Glorious
Revolution, gained the confidence of William and passed
into law the Toleration Act of 1689. This allowed moder-
ate Protestant Dissenters, but not Catholics, to worship
publicly in licensed meeting places. The Test Acts, how-
ever, still excluded the Dissenters along with Catholics
from holding public office.

William did not strongly enforce the laws that continued
to discriminate against Protestant Dissenters and
Catholics. Many Dissenters evaded the Test Acts by tak-
ing Communion in an Anglican Church once a year just to
qualify for public office. Catholics worshipped pretty
much as they pleased. William also appointed bishops to
the Church of England who favored a more open-minded
policy toward toleration. But England still had a long way
to go to before achieving true religious freedom.
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. A CTIVITY
What Was James Il's Goal?

Some historians believe James only wanted to end reli-
gious discrimination against Catholics so they could
WQ;Ship freely and participate fully in English political
affairs. Other historians are convinced James wanted to
copy the Catholic regime of Louis XIV in France by
embarking on a calculated plan to create a centralized
Catholic English state with an all-powerful king.




Evolution f British Parliament

Britain was a Limited Democracy

After 1688, no British monarch could rule without the consent of Parliament. At the same time,
Parliament could not rule without the consent of the monarch. Thus, there was danger of a stalemate if
the crown and Parliament disagreed.

During the 1700’s, that problem was gradually solved by the development of an executive
committee called the cabinet. This committee acted in the ruler’s name but in reality represented the
majority party of Parliament. Only temporary and makeshift at first, the cabinet eventually became
one of Britain's most durable institutions.

The Development of the Cabinet
Under William and Mary, the cabinet was nothing more than a group of the monarchs’ most influential
ministers. Like earlier rulers, William Il appointed and dismissed ministers at will.

However, because William needed Parliament’s support, he decided that his cabinet ministers
‘hould belong to the majority party, which was Whig. Thus the king hoped to assure himself a majority
vote in Parliament. For the first time, the cabinet ministers acted as links between the king and the
majority in Parliament.

The Rise of the Prime Minister

Over the years, one minister began to dominate the cabinet. This trend became clear during the
reign of a new dynasty, the Hanoverians.

In 1714, the last of the Stuart rulers, Queen Anne, died. The British crown passed to a distant
relative from the little German state of Hanover. George | of England spoke no English and cared more
about Hanover than about England. He ruled Britain from 1714 to 1727.

Partly because George [ and his son George Il knew as little of English politics as they did of the
English Language, they relied heavily on their ministers. In particular, both relied on the shrewd Sir
Robert Walpole. In 1721, George I appointed him First Lord of the Treasury. For 20 years (1721-
1741), Walpole was the unofficial ruler of Great Britain.

Walpole set the basic pattern of British politics in modern times. The king’s cabinet became the
center of power and policymaking. The leader of the majority party in Parliament headed the cabinet
as the prime minister.

Parliament Today

Over the succeeding centuries, Parliament gained greater power versus the monarch, while the
House of Commons, which became a democratically elected body, overtook the House of Lords as the
dominant chamber.

The House of Commons has 650 members, most of whom represent districts in England, with
smaller delegations from Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Members are elected by single-
member constituencies and serve five-year terms.



The main responsibility of the Commons is passing legislation on all aspects of policy. The
government introduces most bills, though members may do so as well. Since the House of Lords has only
suspensive power of the acts that pass the House of Commons, the Commons for all practical purposes holds
all real legislative power. Besides legislation, its duties include the holding of a daily question period, in

vhich ministers respond to the questions of members of Parliament. The Commons also has the power to
remove the government by defeating a vote of confidence.

What Powers Remain
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Powers of the Houss

The powers of the House of Lords are limited by a combination of law and convention:

The Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949
These define the powers of the Lords in relation to Public Bills:

« Money Bills are certified by the Speaker and deal with taxation of public expenditu
start in the Cormmons and must receive Royal Assent no more than a month after &
duced in the Lords, even if the Lords has not passed them.

« Most other Commaons Bills can be held up by the Lords if they disagree with it for
but ultimately the elected House of Commons can reintroduce it in the following st
pass it without the Lords’ consent.

Commons’ privilege

The Commons has claimed a general privilege in relation to the raising and spending of t
money since the 177 century. Bills to raise taxes or authorise expenditure always start in t
and cannot be amended by the Lords.

The House of Lords is now in a transitional period. 80% of the peers in the House of Lords are now elected with the rest
hereditary lords or experts in certain professions who were appointed by the monarchy. The chamber can still delay legislation
and iron out problems created in the bills of the Commons. Essentially, the role of the Lords, is now to act as one of the
checks and balances in the constitution. Most Cabinet ministers are from the House of Commons, rather than the House of
Lords. In particular, all Prime Ministers since 1902 have been members of the Lower House. Also, until 2009 the House of
Lords served as the court of last resort for most instances of UK law. Since 1 October 2009 this role is now held by the newly
created Supreme Court of the United Kingdom. The previous labor government severely limited the amount of hereditary nobles
in the chamber and many in England today want to eliminate the rest and create a “senate’ instead.



ACTIVITY

Parliamentary or Presidential System?
Form small groups to role play advisers to a new democracy that is about to write its constitution. The advisers will study
the United Kingdom’s parliamentary and American presidential systems of government in the chart and recommend one
of them or a new system that combines features of both. Each group will then report and defend its recommendation. For

the purposes of this activity, the House of Lords in the British system has been excluded.

Features . U.K.'s Parliamentary System American Presidential System

Structure | The executive and the legislature are unified in | Separate executive, legislative, and judiciary

| the House of Commons. The judiciaryhas | branches share powers of the federal govern-
recently become mdependent of Parliament. ment. Checks and balances are strong. States o
- Checks and balances are weak. also have govemments i

Executive The prime minister and cabinet are members of | The preSIdent is elected to a four-year term -
the House of Commons and are chosen from | by winning a majonty of electoral college
that body by the majority party after elections. | votes. The pre51dent may only be removed

| The term of the prime minister and House of during a term by 1mpeachment and trial. The
Commons members is five years or earlier if presxdent has 51gn1ﬁcant powers in conducting
elections are called by the prime ministerora foreign affairs and as commander in chief of
vote of no confidence occurs. The prime minis- | the military. ,Thepre51dent signs or vetoes bills
ter is head of the government. The monarchis | passed by Congress, which may overridea -
head of state and symbolizes the kingdom but | veto by a two-thirds majority. The president is
is only a figurehead. Parliamentary systems in - | head of the government and head of state. The
other countries sometimes elect a presidentto | president must be at Ieast 35andis hmlted to
fill this symbolic role. two terms.- g s

Legislature The House of Commons retains almost all Congress consists of the House of
power in choosing the government (prime Representatwes and Senate elected to two and
minister and cabinet) and passing taxes and six-year terms, respectwely After the House
laws. The prime minister, who is a member of | and Senate pass a proposed tax or law, it goes
the House of Commons, must face questions to the president. The Senate votes its consent
there in public session, usually once a week. for the president’s nominations of cabinet
Since the prime minister and cabinet are usual- | members, judges, and other top federal offi-
ly members of the majority party in the House | cers. The Senate also approves treaties, negoti-
of Commons, legislation is relatively easy to ated by the president, by a two-thirds vote.
pass. Minimum age for election to the House Legislation may be difficult to pass if the
of Commonsis 18. president and majority in Congress belong to

different parties. Minimum age is 25 for the
House and 30 for the Senate.

Judiciary The Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC) | The president nominates and the Senate votes
selects most judges in the United Kingdom its consent for life-term federal judges and
based on legal background and merit. The new | justices of the Supreme Court. There are no
Supreme Court began with justices from the formal qualifications for federal court
House of Lords. The JAC will appoint future | appointees.
justices.
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